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The Adventures of Stetson MG aw
Epi sode 1: Stetson MG aw and the Mysterious Strangers

SCENE ONE: | NTRO
MJUSI C.  THEME MJSI C.

ANNOUNCER
Radi o theatre presents: "The
Adventures of Stetson MG aw'.
Epi sode one: "Stetson MG aw and
the Mysterious Stranger".

MJUSI C.  FADE OUT THEME MUSI C.

SCENE TWO. THE WOODS QUTSI DE AUSTI N.
SOUND: TWO SETS OF FOOTSTEPS THROUGH THE WOCODS

The GOVERNOR is wi nded and struggling, but excited. H s voice
is deep and usually jovial.

RUFUS is calm professional, and (at the nonment) annoyed. Hi s
voice i s precise and Sout hern-gentl eman-1y.

SOUND: ONE SET OF FOOTSTEPS STOPS.

GOVERNOR
(whi speri ng)
Ruf us?

Ruf us keeps wal ki ng.

GOVERNOR
(1 ouder)
Rufus, is this the place?

RUFUS
(whi spering)
Qui et !

They continue i n whispers.

GOVERNOR
Are we cl ose?

RUFUS
Governor -- please. W can turn
back.



GOVERNCR
Ha!

RUFUS (BRI EFLY LOUD)
But it's --
(back to a whisper)
... it's not going to work. He's
likely dead, and if he isn't dead,
he's crazy, and if he's crazy, he's

danger ous.
GOVERNOR
He is also the | ast great |awran in
Texas.
RUFUS
But --
GOVERNOR
Oh -- it's right through there!

SOUND: THE GOVERNOR HURRI ES AHEAD.

GOVERNCR ( FADI NG OFF)
I can see the outbuildings...

RUFUS
Sir...

SOUND: RUFUS RUNS TO CATCH UP.

SCENE THREE: THE OUTSKI RTS OF THE CHI CKEN FARM
SOUND: DI STANT CHI CKENS CLUCKI NG.

SOUND: RUFUS AND THE GOVERNOR WALK QUI CKLY THROUGH THE TALL
GRASS.

GOVERNOR
(to hinself)
Ha! This is his chicken farm These
are his chickens! Just imagine it.

RUFUS
He m ght just kill us on the spot.

The Gover nor chuckl es.

GOVERNOR
Rufus, | have plans for this
gentl eman. Bi g pl ans.



RUFUS
Sir, | --

GOVERNOR
Quit whining.

SOUND: THEY WALK A FEW MORE PACES.
SOUND: A GUN COCKS.

STETSON speaks in a lowgrow. (This is, in fact,
Stetson usual ly speaks.)

STETSON
Howdy, trespassers!

The Governor and Rufus both gasp.

STETSON
Care to say what you're doin' here?
O do | skip the formalities and
shoot you in the head?

RUFUS
Way you no-good --

SOUND:  GUNSHOT.
SOUND:  SOVETHI NG THUMPS TO THE GROUND
Ruf us whi npers.

RUFUS
You... shot....

GOVERNOR
Sir, that shot was right
i npressive. Not many people in the
state of Texas can shoot the
hol ster off the man's hip.

SOUND: THE GUN COCKS.

STETSON
| reckon so.

GOVERNOR
And one of those fol ks would be
St et son MG aw.

STETSON
How d you know ny name?

how



SCENE FOUR: STETSON' S DI NI NG ROOM
SOUND: FLATWARE CLANKS AGAI NST PLATES.
SOUND: THE GOVERNOR EATS.

STETSON

| don't care if you are the
Governor of the Republic of Texas --

RUFUS
St at e.
STETSON
VWhatever. | got ny farmand | ain't

wor ki n' for nobody.

GOVERNCOR
These are good eggs. Aren't these
good eggs, Rufus? And
(he sips)
t he noonshi ne?

RUFUS
Um ..

STETSON
And what ever 'proposition' you got,
there ain't nothin" you can do, and
not hin' you can say, to nmake ne go.
SOUND: THE GOVERNCOR STOPS EATI NG
SOUND: THE GOVERNOR SETS DOMWN HI' S KNI FE AND FORK

GOVERNCR
"Mad Dog" Doud.

A | ong pause.

RUFUS
Sir, maybe we should --

The CGovernor takes a sip of noonshine.

GOVERNOR
"fraid that's why we're here.

SCENE FI VE: STETSON' S BACK PORCH
SOUND: CRI CKETS, FAINT CH CKEN NO SE.



SOUND:

RUFUS
(rmuffled)
But - -

A DOCR CREAKS OPEN

RUFUS
We do have *evi dence* --

STETSON
Mad Dog is dead. And what was | eft
of himcouldn't have fed the
j ackal s!

GOVERNOR
He's not dead, M. MG aw.

RUFUS
Let's just go.

GOVERNCOR
He's not dead --
(Stetson scof fs)
-- and he's fixing to rob that
train tonorrow. A pause.

GOVERNOR
You and himare froma different
age, Stetson. You tracked him
across half the state once. The
only man to foil any of his bank
robberies. The only man to guess
where he was going to strike, and
when.

STETSON
That was a long tine ago.
GOVERNOR
You know you can do this. I"'monly

asking you to stop him Anot her
pause.

RUFUS
And do sone publicity afterwards.

STETSON
Hmm



Beat .

GOVERNOR

(i nprovi sing quickly)
Not hing big, just tell sone fol ks
that 1'd asked a | egend of the Ad
West to foil the |ast great
crimnal fromthe crazy days of the
Republic. Qur future is with the
United States. Wth |aw and order.
The people need to know that.

STETSON
In an el ection year.

GOVERNOR
Fine. You can stay on your chicken
farm Let Mad Dog do... what he
does best. A pause.

RUFUS
We' Il give you noney.

GOVERNOR
He doesn’t want noney.

RUFUS
And -- you'll be an official
deputy.

STETSON
Hoo-ray.

GOVERNOR
I think M. MGaw will find that
the job -- and the publicity -- are
in his best interests.

STETSON
| don't care.

GOVERNCOR
I"'ma powerful man, M. MGaw |
can nmake, say, a twenty-year-old
conviction for crimnal negligence
just... evaporate fromthe records.

St et son scof fs.

A pause.

RUFUS
He coul d!



GOVERNCR

(qui eter)
You t hink what you want to about
me... but you know stoppin' a train

robbery is the right thing to do.
Plus you get a chance to rewite
who you are. Sone people go their
whole lives waitin' for that.

A short pause.

RUFUS
VWhat do we do, Governor?

St et son si ghs.

STETSON
VWhere's this train?

SCENE SI X: A TRAI'N STATI ON
SOUND: CROAD NO SE, A STEAM ENG NE.

CONDUCTOR
Al'l aboard!

PASSENGER
Sir, isthis --

CONDUCTOR

(peevi sh)

Hang on.

PASSENGER
But....

CONDUCTOR
You! Yeah, you, ya hobo! CGet outta
her e!

The hobo groans.
CONDUCTOR

The Round Rock Express is a classy -
- oh. M. MG aw.

STETSON
M1 hrm

CONDUCTOR

(stage(&ﬂFgaer)

Oh!



CONDUCTOR( cont ' d)

They didn't tell me you were
under cover.

STETSON
Hnm

CONDUCTOR
(stage whi sper)
Have you spotted Mad Dog?

STETSON
Nope.

SCENE SEVEN: THE DI NI NG CAR

SOUND: THE RUMBLE OF THE TRAIN. SOUNDS OF EATI NG
BACKGROUND MURMUR CF CI VI LI ZED CONVERSATI ON

MAD DOG i s approaching m ddl e-age, and has a perpetually-
di stracted air.

The DANDY is unctuous and sel f-absor bed.

DANDY
Sir? You' re one of the engineers on
t he Express?

MAD DOG
Yes. Yes | am

DANDY
That hobo just snuck into the
dining car. Could you have him
renoved to a freight car, or..
per haps renoved fromthe train

entirely?
MAD DOG
But |'ve got to -- um-- sure. |
will.
SOUND:  FOOTSTEPS.
MAD DOG

Excuse ne.
Stetson groans slightly.
MAD DOG
Mster? Mster, this here is for
payi ng passengers, and --

Mad Dog gasps.



MAD DOG
St et son MG aw

STETSON
Mad Dog. How do.

SOUND:  RUNNI NG FEET.
Several passengers react with alarm

DANDY
That hobo is chasing the engineer!

SOUND: A DOOR SLI DES OPEN.

STETSON
He ain't no engineer!
DANDY
Sir, | shall have to -- waagh!

SOUND: THE DANDY CRASHES | NTO A DI NI NG CART.

SCENE ElI GHT: THE PASSENGER CAR
SOUND: THE TRAI N RUVBLES ALONG
SOUND:  RUNNI NG FOOTSTEPS.
Mad Dog screans.
PASSENGERS
(ad l'ib)

What ' s happeni ng? What was that ?

It's the engi neer!
SOUND:  WALKI NG FOOTSTEPS.

STETSON
Mad Dog!

SOUND: A DOOR SLIDES ONLY A FRACTI ON OF THE WAY OPEN,
REPEATEDLY.

PASSENGERS
(ad l'ib)
Ugh!  Who’' s he?!

MAD DOG
Soneone hel p!

SOUND: THE DOOR OPENS AND SHUTS.



10.

SCENE NI NE: FREI GHT CAR #1

SOUND: THE TRAI N RUMBLES ALONG ( THE LOCOMOTI VE SOUNDS A BI T
SOFTER) .

SOUND: A DOOR SLI DES OPEN AND SLI DES SHUT AGAI N.
SOUND:  FOOTSTEPS.
Mad Dog gasps for breath.
MAD DOG
(to hinself)
Where is it?
SOUND:  STOWPI NG FEET.
SOUND: TARPS ARE THROMWN ASI DE.
SOUND: BOXES ARE OPENED.
SOUND:  SOMETHI NG METALLI C CLATTERS TO THE FLOOR.
MAD DOG
Ha!
SCENE TEN: FREI GHT CAR #2

SOUND: THE RUMBLE OF THE TRAIN, AS WELL AS A LQOUD,
CONTI NUOUS RUSH OF Al R AND THE CLANKI NG OF THE TRAI N WHEELS.

STETSON
Come on, Mad Dog.

SOUND: A FEW FOOTSTEPS.
STETSON
| done chased you down the whol e
train.
SCENE ELEVEN. FREI GHT CAR #1
SOUND: SAME AS SCENE SEVEN.
SOUND: A DOCR SLI DES OPEN A FRACTI ON OF THE VWAY.

STETSON
There ain't nowhere left to run.

SOUND: THE DOOR SLI DES OPEN.



SOUND:
SOUND:
SOUND:

St et son

SOUND:
SOUND:

SOUND:
SOUND:

St et son
SOUND:
St et son

SOUND:

SOUND:
SOUND:
SOUND:
St et son

SOUND:

STETSON
Mad Dog?

11.

THE SAME METALLI C CLATTER WE HEARD | N SCENE SEVEN

A CLI CK.

A ‘ PSSHT" SOUND OF EJECTI NG SMOKE ( CONTI NUQUS) .

i medi ately starts coughi ng.
MAD DOG
Ha!
STETSON
Huh?
A PUNCH.

A BODY DROPS TO THE FLOOR.

STETSON
No- good - -

THE DOCOR SLI DES SHUT.
A LOUD CLANG

STETSON
Mad Dog!

conti nues coughi ng.

SEVERAL HALTI NG FOOTSTEPS.
strains at the door.

POUNDI NG FI STS AGAI NST THE DOOR.

STETSON
Mad Dog!

‘ CREAK. "’
A SUDDEN “ PI NG’

CRASHI NG NO SES, METAL AGAI NST METAL.

SCreans.

SUSTAI NED SCREECH OF METAL SCRAPI NG AGAI NST METAL.



12.

SOUND: ALL SOUNDS STOP EXCEPT FOR THE FAI NT RUMBLE OF THE
TRAI N.

SOUND: S| LENCE.

SCENE TWELVE: THE TRAI N TRACKS

SOUND:  BLUSTERY W ND.

SOUND: A COYOTE HOALS | N THE DI STANCE.

SOUND: A RATTLESNAKE RATTLES.

SOUND: POUNDI NG OF FI STS AGAI NST METAL ( MUFFLED)
Stetson makes little grunts of exertion (nuffled).
SOUND: A LOUD ‘ CLANG '’

Stetson gasps for breath (unnuffled).

SOUND: A BODY THUMPS TO THE GROUND.

SOUND: A FEW UNSTEADY FOOTSTEPS.

STETSON
VWhere's the rest of the train?

SOUND: THE RATTLESNAKE RATTLES AGAI N.

STETSON
Ni ce snakey.

SOUND: DI STANT HOOFBEATS.
SOUND: DI STANT TRUMPET.
STETSON
Wha - -
(shouting)
Hey! Over here! Over here! Beat.
STETSON
Gh no.
SCENE THI RTEEN. THE WASTELANDS.
SOUND:. THE SAME HOOFBEATS, MJCH LOUDER.

SOUND: ANOTHER TRUMPET CALL, MJCH LOUDER.



The CAPTAIN and SOLDI ER #1 speak with Mexican accents.

SOUND:

CAPTAI N
Hal t!

THE HOOFBEATS SLOW TO A STOP.

SOLDI ER #1
Jefe -- who is that?

CAPTAI N
Search the car.

SOLDI ER #1
And that old man?

CAPTAI N
(bored)
Oh... shoot him

The sol dier |aughs evilly.

SCENE FOURTEEN:. QOUTRO.

MUSI C.

MJUSI C

ANNOUNCER
WIIl Stetson escape fromthe
wast el ands alive? WIIl Mad Dog Doud
succeed in his nefarious train
robbery? Can this newfangl ed
' st at ehood' thing possibly work?

THEME MJSI C

ANNOUNCER
Fi nd out on our next exciting
install mnent of: "The Adventures
of Stetson MG aw'!

FADE OUT THEME MUSI C.

13.



