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The Adventures of Stetson MG aw
Epi sode 3: Stetson MG aw and the CGhost of the Abilene Trail

SCENE ONE: I NTRO
MUSI C. THEME MUSI C.
ANNOUNCER
Radi o theatre presents: "The
Adventures of Stetson MG aw'.
Epi sode three: "Stetson MG aw and
the Ghost of the Abilene Trail".
MUSI C. FADE OQUT THEME MUSI C.

ANNOUNCER
In our |ast episode, |egendary
| awmman Stetson MG aw had caught up
with "Mad Dog" Doud aboard the
Round Rock Express, and was taking
the crimnal into custody. But at
that very nonent, a nysterious
acci dent caused a horrible train
wr eck!

SCENE TWO: THE TRAI N TRACKS.

SOUND: A TRAI'N WRECK ( CONTI NUQUS) .

Mad Dog screans, but it’s cut off by --

SOUND: A BODY HI TS THE DI RT.

SOUND: THE TRAI N WRECK TRAI LS OFF.

Mad Dog coughs and groans (as he gets up).

SOUND: A COUPLE AVWVKWARD FOOTSTEPS. JI NGLI NG CHAI NS.
SOUND: HE HI TS THE DI RT AGAI N.

Mad Dog coughs.

MAD DOG
Oh god.

Mad Dog coughs and groans (as he gets up).
SOUND: A COUPLE AVKWARD FOOTSTEPS. JI NGLI NG CHAI NS.
SOUND: A GUN COCKS.



Beat .

St et son
SOUND:
Beat .
SOUND:
St et son

SOUND:

A COUPLE AVKWARD FOOTSTEPS.

STETSON
Mad Dog?

STETSON
Down her e.

groans with effort.

TI'NY METALLIC ‘ CREAK.’

ANOTHER TI NY METALLI C ‘ CREAK.’

gasps.

MAD DOG
You' re pinned --

STETSON
Stay! There!

MAD DOG

But | can pull that --

STETSON
You'll pull my goddanmm head off,
| let you get close enough.

St et son si ghs.

Beat .

MUSI C:

STETSON
W'l just wait.

MAD DOG
(i ntense)
If we stay here we'll die.

MAD DOG
Let nme nove the crate --

STETSON
Stay right there, you | owdown

JI NGLI NG CHAI NS.

i f

thief. You ain't no better than you

were twenty years ago.

HARP RUNS, | NDI CATI NG A FLASHBACK.



SCENE THREE: DEVIL'S GORGE FI DUCI ARY TRUST -- ROOFTOP.
SOUND:  SONGBI RDS.
MUSIC: A TINNY PIANO I N A DI STANT BAR

In this scene, Stetson sounds young, and cheerful, and
pat r oni zi ng.

H s DEPUTY is even younger, and earnest, and a bit slow

DEPUTY
They ain't comn'.
Beat .
DEPUTY
O | ain't seein' 'em
Beat .

DEPUTY
We're too exposed.

St et son | aughs.

DEPUTY
Sheriff MG aw?

STETSON
Well, deputy, they' Il be here 'cos
this is the | ast bank on the
Abil ene Trail they ain't robbed.
And this spot gives us a viewto
the east. Pick 'emoff easy.

DEPUTY
But - -

STETSON
You wanna check out the west? See
if they're clinbing up out of
Devil's CGorge?

DEPUTY
I reckon not.

Beat .

DEPUTY
They ain't comn'.



SOUND: A CHURCH BELL TOLLS TWELVE TI MES.

DEPUTY
Is there --

STETSON
Shh!

The deputy gasps.

Al'l these lines are whispered until noted otherw se.

DEPUTY
That's Doud in front!

STETSON
Qui et, kid!

SOUND: RICKETY WHEELS I N THE DI STANCE. BARELY- AUDI BLE ( AND
| NDECI PHERABLE) CONVERSATI ON.

DEPUTY
VWhat the hell is that?

STETSON
That rolling contraption?
(a realization)
It's full of knockout gas!

DEPUTY
Huh?

STETSON
That's how they do it! How the bank
fol ks never renenber nothin', but
wakin’ up with their gold gone!

DEPUTY
Ckay.

SOUND: A GUN COCKS.

STETSON
Hol d on. There's too nany of 'em
We get one shot before they start
shootin' back, then we gotta run
like hell. We hit the main tank of
that contraption of theirs, it
knocks 'em all out.

DEPUTY
| can't hit that from here



STETSON
So we let 'emget closer.

DEPUTY
Then | take the shot?

STETSON
Then | take the shot.
SCENE FOUR: DEVIL'S GORGE -- STREET.
SOUND: SONGBI RDS. CREAKI NG WHEELS ( LOUDER)
MUSI C.  TI NNY PI ANO ( LOUDER)
SOQUND: THE WHEELS STOP.

BRUTUS
Wi t .
MAD DOG
No!
CRIM NAL #1
What now?
BRUTUS
I have bad feeling.
MAD DOG

W waltz in, we knock'emout, we
rob'emblind, and we waltz out!

CRI M NAL #2
Exactly.

SOUND: THE WHEELS RESTART.
MAD DOG

There ain't nobody can stop us!
SCENE FI VE: DEVIL'S GORGE FI DUCI ARY TRUST -- ROOFTOP
SOUND: SAME AS SCENE THREE

Stetson i s spooked.

STETSON
They saw us!



DEPUTY
(doubt ful)
You t hi nk?

STETSON
The big guy did!

DEPUTY
W wait for the shot, right?

STETSON
Yeah. O course.

SCENE SI X DEVIL'S GORGE -- STREET.
SOUND: SAME AS SCENE FOUR

BRUTUS
And why we go through main street?

MAD DOG
It ain't main street.

BRUTUS
Feel s |i ke parade.
SCENE SEVEN. DEVIL' S GORGE FI DUCI ARY TRUST -- ROOFTOP.
SOUND:. SAME AS SCENE FI VE.

SOUND: BRI EF, SLIGHTLY LOUD (BUT STILL | NDECI PHERABLE)
ARGUMENT.

STETSON
VWhat's that commmoti on?

DEPUTY
Sheriff?

STETSON
Somet hi ng' s up.

DEPUTY
Sheriff, we--

From here on, Stetson talks a little bit too |oud, while the
deputy keeps talking in a harsh whisper.

STETSON
I"'mtakin' the shot!



DEPUTY
Sir, they ain't seen us, they ain't
cl ose enough- -

STETSON
They' re gonna kill us!

DEPUTY
Sir?

SOUND: A GUN COCKS.

DEPUTY
They're too far!

SOUND: GUNSHOT.
Beat .

STETSON
Did I hit it?!

DEPUTY
| can't tell.

STETSON
Aw, they're gonna get us any second
now - -

SOUND: RETREATI NG FOOTSTEPS.
SOUND: A DOOR SLAMS.

DEPUTY
Sheriff MG aw? Stetson?

The deputy sighs.

DEPUTY
| never thought 1'd live to see
Stetson McG aw turn yell a.
(suddenl y anxi ous)
Where' d they go?

SCENE ElI GHT: DEVIL'S GORGE -- S| DE STREET.

MAD DOG
Ckay, we're taking a side street.
Happy?

CRI M NAL #1

| heard a shot.



BRUTUS
Ten percent too low for ny take.

CRI M NAL #2
When?

CRIM NAL #1
When y'all were scoping the side
street. Didn't you hear it?

MAD DOG
Anybody have bullet holes in'enf

CRI M NAL #2
They was arguin' percentages.

MAD DOG
Get the masks ready.

SCENE NINE: DEVIL’S GORGE FI DUCI ARY TRUST -- ATTIC

St et son shi vers.

DEPUTY
Sheri ff? What the hell happened to
you?

STETSON

Were's the gang?

DEPUTY
| dunno, they --

STETSON
Danmi t!

SOUND:  STOWPI NG FOOTSTEPS.

DEPUTY
Do we call in the posse?

STETSON
There ain't tine!
SCENE TEN: DEVI L' S GORGE FI DUCI ARY TRUST -- MAI N FLOOR

SOUND: QUI ET CONVERSATI ON.  CAO NS CLI NK

JI MW
Boss, |'m scared.



BCSS
We have to maintain an appearance
of normal business, Jimy.

JI MwY
You sure Sheriff MG aw knows what
he' s doi ng?
BOSS
He's the best lawman this state's
ever seen.
SOUND: A DOCR BURSTS OPEN
7NMAD DOG
Al right, y'all, thisis a
r obbery!
Everyone screans.
SOUND: A SQUEAKY VALVE OPENS.
SOUND: ‘ PSSHT' AS GAS ESCAPES.
Cust oners gasp.
SOUND: BODI ES FALL TO THE FLOOR.
SOUND:  ANOTHER DOOR FLI ES OPEN.

STETSON
Mad dog!

SOUND:  GUNSHOTS.  SCREAMES.

BRUTUS
My mask!

Brutus groans and col | apses.
SOUND: BRUTUS HI TS THE FLOOR
STETSON
(breat hi ng heavy)
Thankee ki ndly.
SOUND: A FEW FAI NT GRQANS.
STETSON
Looks like you've taken a hit in
t he shoul der, Mad Dog.

He punctuates the word "shoul der" wth:



10.

SOUND: A HEAVY- SOUNDI NG PUNCH.

Mad Dog groans.

MAD DOG
S-St et son?

STETSON

(grunting)
Upsy- dai sy.

MAD DOG
Wh- where are we goi ng?

STETSON
A hundred feet to the west, Mud
Dog.

SCENE ELEVEN: DEVIL’S GORGE -- EDCE OF THE RAVI NE.
SOUND: HOWLI NG WND. DI STANT RUNNI NG WATER.

SOUND:  STUMBLI NG FOOTSTEPS.
SOUND: MAD DOG STRUGGLES.

MAD DOG
Devil's Gorge? No. You never killed
nobody. Nobody you could take to
jail.

STETSON
"Fore today, | never was a coward.
I never let a dozen innocent folk
get kilt on ny watch. You took
sonet hin' from ne today, Mad Dog.
And 1'Il be dammed if | let you
wal k away fromit.

SOUND: MORE STRUGGELI NG

STETSON
Say your prayers, Mad Dog.

MAD DOG
No!

Mad Dog screans.
SOQUND: THE SCREAM FADES | N THE DI STANCE.

St et son coughs, npbans, passes out.
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SOUND: STETSON HI TS THE DI RT.
MUSI C:  HARP RUNS | NDI CATE THE END OF THE FLASHBACK.

SCENE TWELVE: TRAI N TRACKS.
SOUND: SAME AS SCENE TWO

MAD DOG
| came to, and | thought it was
heaven. The sky was so clear, and
the sun was setting, and the creek
wat er was |appin' at ny feet, and |

coul d hear --

STETSON
Bull. No man coul d've survived
t hat .

MAD DOG

It was a goddamm miracl e.

STETSON
| swore, up and down to a courtroom
of lawyers and reporters and
regul ar fol ks, that you was dead.

MAD DOG
Reckon I was, in a way.
STETSON
Huh?
MAD DOG

New nanme. New town. Eventually
wound up buildin'" contraptions at
the University, just after they ran
you out of town on a rail

STETSON
You expect ne to believe this?

MAD DOG
I"'mhere, ain't 1? But...

Beat .

MAD DOG
| nean, don't you reckon a man can
start over?

Beat .



12.

STETSON
Ckay. Move this goddanmn t hing.

They both groan (as they nove it).
SOUND:. METAL SCRAPES ACROSS THE GROUND
SOUND: SOMETHI NG HEAVY CRASHES TO THE GROUND

Stetson takes a couple of deep breaths, and groans (as he
gets to his feet).

STETSON
Wiy the hell are you robbing a
train, anyway?

SOUND: FOOTSTEPS.  JI NGLI NG CHAI NS.

MAD DOG
Do you know what this train is
carrying?

STETSON
Ri ch fol ks.

MAD DOG
The passengers get off at Round
Rock. They were schedul ed to be
there not ten mnutes ago.

Beat .

STETSON
What about the freight?

MAD DOG
The frei ght goes to Wco.

STETSON
(di sm ssive)
They woul dn't go to Waco.

MAD DOG
They woul d. They were. And | reckon
it would' ve been the end of Texas
and everything init.

STETSON
Right. You're robbin'" a train for
charitabl e reasons.

MAD DOG
I wasn't ever robbing the train.
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STETSON
What were you doin'?

SCENE THI RTEEN. SOVEVWHERE | N THE WRECKAGE.
SOUND: A FAINT, MJFFLED, *‘TICK-TOCK SOUND.
SOUND: THE TI CKI NG STOPS.

SOUND:  EXPLOSI ON!

SCENE FOURTEEN. QUTRO

ANNOUNCER
What was the cargo of the Round
Rock Express? Wiere was it headed?
And how many nore viol ent m shaps
can Stetson McG aw survive?

MUSI C.  THEME MJSI C.

ANNOUNCER
Fi nd out on our next exciting
install mnent of: "The Adventures
of Stetson MG aw'!

( MORE)



