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The Adventures of Stetson MG aw
Epi sode 4: Stetson MG aw and the Cherokee Bride

SCENE ONE: | NTRO
MJUSI C.  THEME MJSI C.

ANNOUNCER
Radi o theatre presents: "The
Adventures of Stetson MG aw'.
Epi sode four: "Stetson MG aw and
t he Cherokee Bride".

MJUSI C.  FADE OUT THEME MUSI C.

ANNOUNCER
In our |ast episode, |egendary
| awman Stetson MG aw had
di scovered that "Mad Dog" Doud was
no train robber, but an inventor
out to stop a fiendish plot against
the state of Texas. But at that
very nonent of discovery, an
expl osion tore through the derail ed
train, |leaving both men to an
uncertain fate....

SCENE TWO. THE WRECKAGE

SOUND: CRICKETS CHI RP. A BONFI RE BURNS NEARBY. I N THE
DI STANCE, A COYOTE HOWLS.

SOUND:  TWO MEN WALK THROUGH THE WRECKAGE, OCCASI ONALLY
KI CKI NG BITS OF METAL QUT OF THE VAY.

JESSE is barely out of his teens. He always sounds a little
sullen and a little slowwtted.

LEE is mddle-aged, with a weary, cynical edge to his voice.

JESSE
Damm. Derail ed, wecked, then
bl owed up.

LEE

And then the bandits picked it
clean. Sone luck. W gotta clear
t he tracks, Jesse.

JESSE
I"1l chain up the prisoners.



SOUND: THE LEE STOPS WALKI NG THEN THE JESSE STOPS WALKI NG

JESSE
He dead?

LEE
M1 hrm A d hobo.

JESSE
St owed away near the | oconotive?

LEE
Mm hmm  Where the blast hit. (He
sighs.) Bury himlater.

SOUND: THEY WALK OFF.

SOUND: STETSON WAKES UP, PUSHES ASI DE SOVE PI ECES OF METAL,
AND GROANS.

STETSON
Wat er. ..

SCENE THREE: ELSEWHERE | N THE WRECKAGE

SOUND:  SAME AMBI ENT SOUNDS AS | N SCENE TWO, PLUS BACKGROUND
CONVERSATI ON AND THE OCCASI ONAL CLANG COF METAL.

SOUND:  STETSON STAGGERS THROUGH THE WRECKAGE

JESSE
But | can't --
LEE
Tell 'the governor's man' we're
busy!
STETSON
Wat er !
JESSE

Huh. He ain't dead. Lee sighs.

LEE
Her e.

SOUND: LEE UNSCREWS A WATER FLASK.
SOUND:  STETSON DRI NKS GREEDI LY.

LEE
What's your nane, old-timer?



Stetson's voice is wheezy, with frequent pauses for breath.

STETSON
St et son. St et son MG aw.

SOUND: THE CONVERSATI ONS GO Sl LENT.

JESSE
What ?

LEE
Vell if it ain't the nost
cowardliest, lily-livered excuse

for a man to ever hang on to a
badge. And | ook what he's cone to.

STETSON
This train was--

LEE
Thirty folks died at Devil's CGorge
on account of you turnin' yella.

STETSON
I"'mtellin" you sonething
i nportant, you dammed fool! Just
bef ore the expl osion, Mad Dog told
me that- -
LEE
(1 aughi ng)
"Mad Dog" Doud was on the train?
STETSON
I know -
LEE

The man you bound up and pushed
into a ravine twenty-odd years

back? Wen he was al ready half
shot to death?

STETSON
He said the train was taking
something to Waco -- and it was a
threat to the whole state of Texas.
JESSE
(nmocki ng)

He says there was a threat.

SOUND: SOMVEONE WALKS TOWARDS THE GROUP



STETSON
But before the weck, there was
this noise, |like --

RUFUS
Just one second.

STETSON
Rufus! | talked to Mad Dog, and
there's sonething --

RUFUS
Marshall ... arrest this man

SOUND:  HANDCUFES JI NGLI NG

LEE
Wth pleasure, sir.

STETSON
VWhat ?

SOUND:  HANDCUFFS CLI CK SHUT.

SCENE FOUR: A WORK GANG.
SOUND: NI GHTTI ME SOUNDS CONTI NUE

SOUND: THE RATTLING OF CHAINS. THE CLANG OF HAMVERS AGAI NST
METAL.

SOUND: LEE APPROACHES.

LEE
Water break, fellas. No dallyin'.

SOUND: THE CLANG NG STOPS. HAMMVERS THUMP TO THE GROUND.
SLOW FOOTSTEPS.

SOUND: A RI FLE COCKS.

LEE
You watch it, Stetson.

SOUND: LEE WALKS AWAY.
SOUND: PAOLO UNSCREWS A FLASK AND DRI NKS.

STETSON
Pass it on, fella.



PAOLO says sonething brief in Italian. Paolo is gruff, and
rarely says nore than a few words. d ANCARLO, in contrast,
speaks rapidly and ingratiatingly in a broad Italian accent.

G ANCARLO
One nonent. My brother, he want to
know why you arrested for.

STETSON
They say | wecked this train so
that the bandits could rob it. They
say | nust've made a deal

G ANCARLO
Paol o and nme, 'they say' we pulled
one of the nost amazing art thefts
in a hundred years. 1|s of course
unt r ue.

M KE speaks with a slight, hard-to-place accent,
i ntense, earnest quality.

M KE
G ve himthe water.

G ANCARLO
(surprised)
You speak English?

JESSE
(froma di stance)
Be qui et down therel

SOUND: THE FLASK I'S PASSED;, STETSON DRI NKS.

Paol o says sonething in Italian.

G ANCARLO
He want to know, what did you ' not
steal '.

STETSON

They were shipping sonething to
Waco, and it nust've been downri ght

danger ous.
M KE
Waco.
G ancarl o shudders.
G ANCARLO

Don't talk of that place. Paolo
says sonething in Italian.

and with an



G ANCARLO
(agreei ng)
Yes, we're not afraid of it. Just

STETSON
VWhat about WAco?

M KE
There are evil forces there.

G ANCARLO
Sanme as al ways.

M KE
No. This is new. These bandits --
t hey had uniforns?

STETSON
The ones | saw, yeah --

M KE
And an insignia like a Mason jar?

STETSON
Sure enough. Look, whatever it is
the bandits wanted fromthat train,
Mad Dog was willin' to damm near
die to keep it fromgetting to
Waco. Wat do you know about these
peopl e?

M KE
Very little. But | think that what
the bandits took fromthe train was
headed their way anyway. The old
worman knows nor e.

G ANCARLO
VWhat ol d woman?
M KE
At the reservation
STETSON
Well, we ain't gettin' there.

SCENE FI VE: SOME DI STANCE FROM THE WORK GANG
SOUND:  METALLI C CLANG NG, VA CES ARGUI NG I N THE DI STANCE



LEE
Hm They're gettin' right worked
up over there.

JESSE
Heh. No gettin' along with that
ol d coot.

SCENE SI X:  THE WORK GANG
SOUND: SAME AS SCENE FOUR
Al dialog in this scene is in harsh whispers.

STETSON
There's a dozen arned federal
mar shal s not twenty feet away!

G ANCARLO
It adds to the chall enge. Paol o
says sonething in Italian.

G ANCARLO
Paol o says 'panache'. |Is simlar.

STETSON
If we want to find out what in
bl azes these bandits are doing,
we' ve got to get free of these
chains, travel down fifty mles of
track.

M KE
If we don't, who will? Paol o says
sonmething in Italian.

G ANCARLO
Exactly. Also, if one of us can
pretend to be | aw enf orcenent
personnel, we may have a good
chance.

STETSON
Hmm

SCENE SEVEN: LATER, BY THE TRACKS
SOUND:  MORNI NG SONGBI RDS

SOUND: A SMALL LOCOMOTI VE CREAKS TO A STOP, AND A DOOR
CREAKS OPEN.



ENG NEER
Howdy there, marshal. These the
prisoners?

G ANCARLO
That's us!

SOUND: SOVEONE HI TS G ANCARLO

G ANCARLO
(quietly)

ENG NEER
Tel egram sai d four prisoners.
Where's the fourth?

STETSON
He died. Injuries fromthe w eck.

ENG NEER
Hmtm  What about the rest of your
posse?

STETSON
Sorting out the weck. W gotta
get movin'. W get there nuch
after ten, the judge ain't gonna be
happy.

ENG NEER

Al aboard then.

SCENE El GHT: ELSEWHERE | N THE WRECKAGE
SOUND: LEE SNORI NG

JESSE
Wake up! Wake up

LEE
Son? (pause, then confused) You're
nekki d?

JESSE

The prisoners got | oose!
SOUND:. THE LOCOMOTI VE STARTS UP AGAI N, SOVEVWHAT DI STANT.

JESSE
| can't figure why they took the
uni f orm



SOUND: THE LOCOMOTI VE SPEEDS UP, CETS QUI ETER AS I T MOVES
AVAY.

LEE
Reckon' | do.

SCENE NI NE: AT THE RESERVATI ON

SOUND: BONFIRE. CRICKETS. PEOPLE WALKI NG THROUGH TALL
GRASS.

STETSON
She' s your aunt ?!

M KE
Geat-aunt. And she likes the
i sol ati on.

G ANCARLO
How can she know about these
bandi t s?

M KE
Because they ki dnapped her.

G ANCARLO
Wen? Thirty years ago?

M KE
Last week. She escaped, and she
made it all the way back here.
killed the nen they sent after her.

STETSON
That's what you got arrested for?
M KE
Mm | tried explaining to the old
| awman, but. ..
G ANCARLO

He does not care for the
expl anati ons.

SOUND: A LENGTH OF CANVAS DRAWN ASI DE.

G ANCARLO
People still live in these?

STETSON
Qui et .



SCENE TEN: A TEEPEE

SOUND:

SAME AS SCENE SEVEN, BUT MJUCH SOFTER.

AUNT
M ke!

G ANCARLO
n M kell ?

AUNT

How did...? Wwo are...?

M KE
There is no tine. Geat-aunt, we
have to ask you about the bandits.

AUNT
Santa Ana's men?

STETSON
Santa Ana?

AUNT
Yes.

STETSON
That man's awful dead to have
hi nsel f an arny.

AUNT
| tell you: these were Santa Ana's
nmen.

G ANCARLO
Way did they kidnap you?
M KE
Because she is his wife.
AUNT
No. H s w dow.
G ANCARLO
See? Dead.
AUNT

They ki dnapped ne because he wanted
me back.

STETSON
("You're crazy.")
kay.

10.



11.

AUNT
But | escaped. Besides, no wonan
woul d be married to such an
aboni nati on

STETSON

Ri ght .
M KE

Where did they take you?
AUNT

To their encanpnent, M ke.
M KE

I mean --
G ANCARLO

Ah! | have a map!

SOUND:  PAPER UNFOLDI NG

AUNT
Ah. It was... here. Silence.

Paol o says sonething in Italian that can only be a profanity.

G ANCARLO
The far side of Wico.

SCENE ELEVEN: A HI LL NEAR WACO

SOUND:  THUNDER, A HARSH- SOUNDI NG W ND, HORSES CANTERI NG
FORWARD

G ANCARLO
| see not hing.

M KE
She said it was here.

STETSON
Maybe... your great-aunt wasn't
remenbering things quite right.
M ke si ghs.

M KE

Maybe.
Paol o says sonething in Italian.

SOUND: PAOLO GETS OFF HI'S HORSE, WALKS AWAY FROM THEM



12.

G ANCARLO
Paol o! \Where are you goi ng?!

SOUND: THE OTHERS DI SMOUNT.

SCENE TWELVE: AN | MPROBABLE STAND OF TREES

SOUND: THE FOUR MEN WALK AVVKWARDLY THROUGH THE UNDERGROWH,
BREAKI NG TW GS EVERYWHERE.

SQUND: FADE | N MARCHI NG FEET ( VERY FAI NT).
SOUND: THE FOUR MEN STOP SI MULTANEQUSLY.

Paol o says sonething in Italian. Again, it can only be a
profanity.

STETSON
You said it.

SOUND: THEY TAKE A FEW MORE STEPS FORWARD.

SOUND: I N THE DI STANCE, A HUGE CACOPHONY OF NO SE. MEN
SHOUTI NG ORDERS.  MARCHI NG STEAM PONERED MACHI NERY CLANG NG
AND HOOTI NG,

M KE
There nmust be hundreds of them

G ANCARLO
And what are the huge contraptions
wi th guns? That cannot be good.

STETSON
W' ve got to get --

SOUND: A rifle cocks.

The soldier, like the soldiers fromepi sode #1, has a Mexi can
accent .
SCLDI ER #1
Hal t !
SCLDI ER #2
Tell us what you're doing here, or
we kill every one of you
G ANCARLO

This is not so good.



13.

SCENE THI RTEEN: OUTRO

ANNOUNCER
What are the nefarious plans of the
bandit arny? What did they take
fromthe Round Rock Express? And
why does a dead Mexi can gener al
have his own arny?

MJUSI C.  THEME MJSI C.

ANNOUNCER
Find out on our next exciting
installment of: "The Adventures of

Stetson MG aw'!
( MORE)



