My Name Is Earl 
"The Tri-County Skynyrd Invitational"

Outline

· Act One:  Earl reunites the band, but they sound awful. 
1 While finishing an item from his list ("#254:  Wrecked a hovercraft that was not mine"), Earl notices a flier for the annual Skynyrd contest.
2 Flashback:  Earl fires everybody in Tapewölf and withdraws from the contest.  ("#189:  Ruined Tapewölf's chances at the Tri-County Skynyrd Invitational")
· A brief description of the band.

3 Randy tells Catalina about Lynyrd Skynyrd.

· Catalina mentions that "these were all folk songs in my village".

4 Earl gets Mad Dog Mike (drummer) to rejoin.
· Outside Mike's place of employment (he's a bouncer at the strip club).

5 Earl gets Smooth Ron (bassist) to rejoin.
· At the auto dealership where Ron works.
6 Earl gets Happy Eddie (guitarist) to rejoin.
· At the Crab Shack.
7 They enter their rehearsal space -- Smooth Ron's garage.
· Flashback to Earl & Randy trying to rob Ron's house.  Things to mention:
· A disco ball on the ceiling.

· Earl looking in a trash bin.

· The robbery didn't go well.

8 The band play their first song, and it sounds awful.
· Mention Earl's "lucky Skynyrd shirt".
· Act Two:  Earl gets the band to sound good, but he loses his voice.
1 Darnell prepares the Crab Shack for the competition.
· Mention FB-ing, the jacket prize.

2 Earl talks it over with Catalina:
· Catalina encourages Earl's tyrannical tendencies.

· Catalina reveals that her knowledge of all things Skynyrd is growing at a frightening rate.

3 Randy wants to be a backup singer.
· Demonstrates various Four-Tops-like moves.

· Earl has him play cowbell.

· After Randy does a lousy job at that, Earl tells Randy to play cowbell *quietly*.
4 Earl deals with temporary problems, in an increasingly cantankerous way.  (He keeps insisting that *karma* wants them to work harder.)
· Smooth Ron keeps taking cell phone calls.

· Mike has to rehearse on a work night.
· Eddie has some sort of hand problem.

5 The band stops by the crab shack to check out the competition... and realizes things are very dire indeed.
· A really good mariachi band plays "Sweet Home Alabama".
· One of the judges is... Joy.
· Joy tells them she wants to see them lose, lose, lose.  
· Because she doesn't want to believe that she was married all those years to a guy who could have been a "Rock God".
6 Catalina steps in as a replacement judge.
· An elderly judge at the strip club was allowed to drink to the point of alcohol poisoning, b/c the bouncer (Mike) wasn't there.
7 Eddie tries to have some last-minute words of mutual support

· Earl breaks it up, because they're falling behind schedule. 
8 Last-minute performance-day preparations are made:
· Hair
· Practicing moves

· Instrument preparation

· Achieving the correct level of drunkenness

· Clothes

9 Earl tears his lucky Skynyrd shirt

· Has a hissy fit about it
· He loses his voice.
· Act Three:  Earl steps aside and the band wins on their own.
1 Earl insists, against all logic, that he can still perform for the show.
2 Earl says something mean and rude to Randy.
· ... after Randy excitedly tells Earl about some breakthrough with his cowbell technique.
3 Earl realizes that he should step aside and let the band perform on their own.
· He gives a heartfelt speech, but his voice is gone, so it's totally silent.

4 Tapewölf takes the stage, and starts playing "Free Bird".
5 Earl gets his voice back, and shouts encouragement to Eddie.
· The VO introduces that act as "something I'd never done before".

6 Eddie sings really well, and wins over the crowd.
· Sometimes Randy plays cowbell.
· Other times, he sings backup while doing Four-Tops-like moves.

7 Earl muses about:

· How different things bring out the worst in people.

· "With Randy, it's the irresistible allure of shiny objects."

· 2nd Flashback to trying to rob Smooth Ron's house -- Earl has his head stuck in the trash bin; Randy is hypnotized by the disco ball.
· How karma wanted him to take a step back and see that he was being a jerk.

· Flashback to Earl kicking over somebody's potted plant for no reason whatsoever.

8 Tapewölf wins the contest; Earl crosses off item #189.
